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A Religious Interpretation
of Democracy

THE strategic hour of democracy is at
hand. Our hearts are buoyed not
alone by the expectation that wrongs

will be righted, but by the hope that rights
will be realized.

We" seek not alone government for all by
the consent and through the co-operation of
the governed, but also government, that is
social organization, for the social project of
the highest good of all.

If the new democracy means freedom in
social control and co-operation for high ends,
how shall men learn to know the truly worthy
ends? What shall this new democracy mean?
This is the comprehensive problem of reli-
gious education. It involves serious questions:
How may we train lives so that living in a
democracy may be a religious experience?
How may we cause spiritual purposes to be-
come dominant in the lives and affairs of
men? How may the realization of such pur-
poses become the real product of democracy?

The ideal of a democracy of the spirit,
realized through education, involves many
intensely practical problems; it is likely to
call for a reorganization of our processes of
instruction and training that they may fur-
nish an experience in democracy; it will call
for new courses prepared in the light of specif-
ic needs. These and many other related
subjects will be discussed at the Sixteenth
Annual Meeting of The Religious Education
Association, to be held in Detroit, March
seventeenth to nineteenth, 1919.
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